

fXhepka Case Secrecy 
i Protested hy 


v\' The. American Civil Liber- 
r Wes Union lias strongly pro- 
-..tested the secrecy of a State 
^Department hearing on the 
^'dismissal of Otto F. Otepka, 
j.*. the Department’s former chief 
insecurity evaluator. 

U “The exclusion of the pub- 
:rlic in a matter of this impor- 
N- fence does injury to two val- 
Uues we hold in high esteem,” 
U Lawrence Speiser, director of 
ACDU’s Washington of- 
r-,f1ce, said in a statement yes- 
uterday. 

' Speiser said these values 
.;;are the right of the public to 
N-.be informed “and the equally 
>; compelling right of the indi- 
c .vidual subject of the hearing 
i‘ to have the public present.” 

. Otepka was dismissed in No- 
► vember, 1963, on charges that 
1 his conduct was unbecoming 
; an officer of the State Depart- 


ment. He has remained on the 
payroll pending final disposi- 
tion of his appeal. 

The -appeal opened two 
weeks ago before Edward A. 
Dragon, an attorney for the 
Agency for International De- 
velopment who was appointed 
by the Department to serve 
as the hearing officer. 

Speiser said that Otepka had 
demanded an . open hearing 
and said “all of the docu- 
ments in question already 
have 'been published by the i 
Senate Internal Security Sub- I 
committee.” I i 

: if. 



